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1 THESs. v. 21, 22. 


Prove all things: hold faſt that 
which is good. Abſtain from all 


appearance of evil. 


HA I deſign from theſe 
| 622 words is to vindicate the 
9 W i Je liberty of private judgment, 
cx nd that chictly againſt the 
SA tyrannical and unjuſt uſurpa- 
tions of the church of Rome, which is the 
moſt profeſſed and notorious enemy of 
knowlege and liberty. 


T E text confiſts of two parts. (1.) That 
we ſhould prove, or examine, all things. And 
(2.) That, when we have examined, we ſhould 
hold faſt that which is good, and abſtain from 
all appearance, or every kind, of evil. The 
one is as a mean to the other, which, is the 
nobleſt and beſt end that can be pro- 
poſed, 
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As the divine underſtanding is infinite, 
he can have no occaſion for inquiry and 
examination. And, as he neither hath, 
nor can have, any poſſible biaſſe to evil, he 
always abſtains from every kind of evil and 
holds faſt that which is good. But, as all 
truths are not ſelf-evident to us, we muſt 
firſt inquire whether what is propoſed to us, 
be true, or no; and then manifeſt the recti- 
tude of our wills, by rejecting all ſorts of 
evil, and Holding faſt that which is good. 


By all things, in the text, cannot be 
underſtood vice as well as virtue. No; 
virtue and vice are, in the main branches, 
ſo evidently diſtinct, that we can have no 
occaſion to make trial of vice. But our 
conſciences will determine, without ſtand- 
ing to examine, that vice is odious and 
ought to be rejected: and that virtue is ami- 
able and deſerves our love and perſuit. 
And, if we honeſtly follow the dictates 
of our own conſciences, we ſhall, without 
heſitation, refuſe the evil, and chooſe and 
adhere to that which is good. 


InDEED, many practiſe, as if they had 
been injoined to make trial of vice as well 
as virtue. Like king Solomon, of old, who 
gave his heart to know not only wiſdom, 
but alſo madneſſe and folly; who perſued 
. whatever 
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whatever his eyes deſired, and with-held 
not his heart from any joy. But the apoſtle 
hath, by the connection, taught us to limit 
the words; for he firſt ſais, Deſpiſe not pro- 
pbeſyings; and then adds, in our text, Prove 
all things, that is, all propheſyings, every 
thing that comes under the notion of re- 
ligious doctrines. Hold faft that which is 
good. Abſtain from all appearance of evil, 
or from every kind of evil. 


Tur word, which we tranſlate, prove, 
or examine, ſeems to be a metaphor taken 
from the cuſtom of trying gold, or filver, 
in a fornace, or bringing them to the touch- 
ſtone, in order to know whether they are 
pure or adulterated ; that we may reject the 
baſer metal, and retain that which is re- 
fined and comes up to the ſtandard. In 
like manner, we are to bring to trial ſuch 
opinions as come recommended to us under 
the notion of religious, or divine; and fee 
whether they are able to ſtand the teſt of a 
ſevere ſcrutiny ; or appear, upon trial, to 
be falſe and counterfeit. 


INsTEAD of free inquiry and that ge- 
nerous, extenſive liberty, which both rea- 
ſon and chriſtianity recommend, the Church 
of Rome is for deciding by authority, and 
inforcing her determinations by the ſecular 
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arm. Let us, therefore, ſee whether we 


ought to be determined by examination, 
or authority in this important affair. 


1. Tx1s liberty to prove, or examine, 
all religious opinions, is the natural right of 
every man, as he is a reaſonable creature, 


and the great end for which his under- 


ſtanding was given him. Whereas tis one 
of the articles in Pope P:us's creed, © I do 
e alſo receive the holy ſcriptures, in the ſame 
ce ſenſe that holy mother church doth; to 
« whom it belongeth to judge of the true 
* ſenſe and interpretation of them, Nei- 
© ther will I receive or interpret them 
© otherwiſe than according to the unani- 
* mous conſent of the fathers.” Now that 
ereed, and the decrees of the council of 
Trent are the ſtandards of modern Popery, 
But, as we pay no deference to cither of 
them, we hold that every man has a right 
to ſee with his own eyes, and judge with 
his own underſtanding. Tis true, different 
men have different advantages, both by na- 
ture, education, and different circumſtances, 
But, as far as men are reaſonable creatures, 
ſo far they are to imploy the underſtandings 
God hath given them; and every man muſt 
underſtand, as well as he can, for himſelf. 
One man may, indeed, inſtruct and inform 
another ; but, after that, he muſt Judge 

or 
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for himſelf, and cannot leave it to another 
to judge and determine for him. For, ſup- 

ſe I ſhould leave it to another to determine 
for me, and to chooſe what faith I ſhall pro- 
fefſe, and in what manner I ſhall worſhip 
God ; and he ſhould happen to determine 
right; —it would be no virtue in me im- 
plicitly to follow his determination, For 
religion 1s of no value any further than as 
it is a matter of underſtanding and choice. 
But, ſuppoſe he ſhould determine wrong, 
and I ſhould be thereby let into folly and 
vice; that would be yet worſe, For he 
cannot anſwer for me in that day, when 
every one muſt bear his own burthen, and 
every one give an account of himſelf unto 
God. If a man put out his own eyes, 
that the Pope might lead him about, in the 
beſt roads, and through the moſt agree- 
able places ; it would not be more ridiculous 
than giving up his underſtanding to the 
Pope, and blindly receiving all he ſais for 
true. And whomſoever any man implicitly 
follows, he is to him inſtead of a Pope, 
or infallible guide. | 


2. Ta1s univerſal liberty, or freedom of 
inquiry, would be of great benefit to iE an- 
kind, as it would help them in the moſt 
effe tual manner to diſcover error and eſta- 
bliſh truth upon the beſt — | 
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 Pernaes, they who diſſent from the 
multitude are in the right, and then 'tis 
of moment to the public that their opinions 
ſhould prevail. But, if thoſe, that diſſent 
from the commonly received doctrines, or 
manner of worſhip, labor under errors; — 
when they profeſſe their opinions, they may 
be ſet right. And every wiſe and good 
man will in meekneſſe indeavor to inſtruct 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, and ſo bring them 
into the ways of truth. But, ſuppoſe ſome 
can never ſee ſo clearly as their neighbors, 
their weak ſight is to be pitied, and they 
are not to be moleſted or ſuffer, in the leaſt, 
in their perſon, eſtate, or reputation ; pro- 
vided they do not, by their actions, break 
the peace, or ſubvert the rights of civil ſo- 
ciety. The affairs of religion and of civil 


government are, by no means, to be mixed, 


or confounded : for the affairs of religion 
concern no body but God and a man's own 
conſcience ; whereas civil government con- 
cerns all the community, 


TRUTH is able to ſhift for herſelf and 
is an overmatch for error; provided ſhe be 
allowed to ſpeak freely in her own de- 
fence. And, wherever there is freedom of 
debate and inquiry, there will never be 


wanting pious and learned men, who will 
aſſert 


(9) 
aſſert and maintain the cauſe of truth againſt 


all error, hereſy, impoſture and deluſion 
whatever. Truth is never in more eminent 


danger than when the liberty of private 
judgment is under reſtraint. Where au- 


thority ſpeaks loud, and imperiouſly de- 
termines without a fair debate, there truth 
is forced to retire, and is frequently ſlander- 
ed, and ſtigmatized with the odious names 
of dangerous error, damnable hereſie, groſſe 
deluſion, and the like, And men are re- 
quired to keep their eyes cloſe ſhut ; leaſt 
they ſhould examine the deciſions of their 
ſuperiors, or anceſtors, and fee them to be 
nothing but miſtakes and deluſions, and af- 
ter that, no longer pay a blind ſubmiſſion 
to them, However, the great and extenſive 
benefit of the liberty of private judgment is 
very evident from experience, For, in every 
age and nation, knowlege generally pre- 
vails, in proportion to men's being allowed 


freely to examine, and profeſſe their own 


ſentiments, 


3. CHRISTIANITY ſuppoſes and con- 
firms men's right to prove, or examine, all 


things; and every Chriſtian, according to 


his capacity, is obliged to practiſe this as his 
duty. 


B CHRI- 
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CHRISTIANITY ſuppoſes this right 
of the liberty of private judgment. Other. 
wiſe, how could the goſpel] have made its 
way into the world? The nation of the 
Fews, in general, tenaciouſly adhered to the 
traditions of their elders and were zealous 
for the received opinions, and conſequently 
they were ready to object to our Lord, 
ce that he went off from the ſentiments of 
their wiſe men and pious fore-fathers ; 
« that he contradicted the traditions of the 
* elders and deluded the poor, ignorant 
people, by introducing new notions and 
« ſetting aſide their uſual gloſſes and in- 
ce tet pretations of ſcripture.” They were 
ready to fay, © Where was this new do- 
« Erine an hundred years ago? Or by 
* whom is it now imbraced? By none 
* but the vulgar, who are the leaſt capa- 
* ble of judging. Our anceſtors were men 
ce of great piety and uncommon learning: 
« but whence this man cometh, we know not. 
« Beſides; our ſcribes and learned men are 
“ againſt him, who muſt needs be the beſt 
« jndges. For, have any of the rulers or 
* Phariſees believed on him? But the com- 
«© mon people, who know not the law, are 
e accurſed *, They were ready to brand him 


* as a blaſphemer of God and an enemy 
3 cc to 
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© to the civil government; as one that 
c ſtirred up the people and unhinged weak 
«© minds, who ſapped the foundations. of 
« religion, and indangered the welfare of 
e the nation; who put ſcruples into the 
e heads of the people, and incited them 
« to call in queſtion the decrees of their 
« lawful ſuperiors. And, ſuppoſe it had 
* been alleged, that TFeſuss morals were 
e good; they could eaſily have anſwered, 
* that he might perhaps be wicked in 
„private, though he was guilty of no pub- 
lick vice, or if he was pious and virtu- 
*© ous, he was likely to do ſo much the 
i more miſchief,” Nay, they did actu- 
ally carry the matter ſo far, as to agree to 
excommunicate, or put out of their ſyna- 
gogues, any one that ſhould dare to pro 
teſſe their faith in him. 


ApTER our Lord aſcended, his holy 
apoſtles went about, preaching the goſpel, 
where the religion of the Fews or heathens 
was eſtabliſhed. And their doctrine never 
could have got footing in the world, if the 
arguments which are made uſe of, againſt 
freedom of inquiry, had been regarded as 
of any weight. For the very deſign of the 
apoſtles was to overthrow ſeveral antient 
opinions, that had as good a claim to uni- 
ny and antiquity, as ſome which * 
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of late pretended to them. They, there. 
fore, were accuſed of turning the world up- 
fide down; and as men who excedingly 
troubled the places, where they came, by 
teaching doctrines and cuſtoms contrary to 
what were already received. And I do not 
know of any arguments that can be al- 
leged againſt proving, or examining, all 
things, but what were, or might have been, 
alleged againſt the apoſtles attempting to 
plant Chriſtianity among the Jeus or hea- 
 thens, | 


 SvPPosE it ſhould be objected, Well, 
ce but the apotles had truth on their fide;” — 
it might readily and juſtly be anſwered, ſo 
they had; but it was more than their ene- 

mies would allow, And who could tell 
whether they ſpread truth, or falſhood, till 
the nature and evidence of their doctrine 
were examined ? It js true, miracles would 
of courfe rouze men's attention, and were 
a ſtrong preſumption in their favor. But 
there were other proofs befide miracles. 
And nothing but free inquiry could lead 
men to ſee the evidence of Chriſtianity in 
the whole compaſle of it, 


Bur, beſide the goſpel's ſuppoſing the 
liberty of private judgment, it alſo greatly 
confirms it, and contains many clear and 

expreſſe 
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expreſſe paſſages, where Chriſtians are re- 
quired to maintain this openneſſe and can- 
dor of mind, as moſt agreeable to the tem- 
per and genius of the goſpel. We are (for 
inſtance) to do unto others as we could rea- 
ſonably defire that others, in like circum- 
flances, ſhould do unto us?. Now every 
man doth, naturally, and with the higheſt 
reaſon, deſire liberty for himſelf, both 
to profefle and act, as things appear 
to him, And if he would do, as he de- 
fires to be done by, he muſt allow o- 
thers to think for themſelves, and freely 
profeſſe their own opinions. For he differs 

| juſt as much from others, as others differ 
from him: and they have as much reaſon 
to be angry that he is not of their opinion, 
as he can have to be angry with others for 
differing from him, 


Bur more particularly, When one, that 
was better diſpoſed than the body of the 
Jewiſh nation, labored under ſuch prejudi- 
ces as to afk that queſtion, Can any good 
thing come out of Nazareth ©? The anſwer 
was, Come and ſee ; that is, do not con- 
demn a man and his doctrine without a 
careful and proper Examination, 


THz 
» Matt, vii. 12, n John i. 40. 
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Tre Jeus, when they ſaw a cloud 
ariſe in the weſt, expected a ſhower; and 
when the ſouth wind blew, that it would 
be hot weather; and theſe things accord- 
ingly came to paſſe. Upon which our Sa- 
vior ſaid unto them, You hypocrites, 
* you can diſcern the face of the ſkie and 
of the earth; but how is it that you 
& diſcern not theſe times? Tea, and why 
“ even of yourſebves, judge ye not what 1s 
* right ©?” —intimating, that if they uſed | 
the ſame reaſon and freedom of inquiry, 
about him and his religion, which they 
made uſe of, about common occurrences, 
they would plainly diſcern the truth and 
evidence of his miſſion and doctrine, 


AGain; The Samaritanes were of a 
ſect and party quite different from the 
Fews, extremely abhorred by them, and 
bearing great enmity to them. And, as 
our Savior was of the nation of the Jeus, 
and was going up to Jeruſalem to worſhip 
at the temple there, inſtead of going up to 
mount Gerizim, to worſhip with the Sama- 
ritanes ;—a certain village of the Samari- 
tanes would not afford him any entertain- 
ment. Upon which two of his diſciples were 
defirous to have had the power of calling for 
fire down from heaven, to have ys 

that 


d Luke xii, 54— 57. 
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that village, as the antient prophet had de- 
ſtroyed ſome of the idolators in Mrael. But 
Feſus ſeverely rebuked his diſciples for that 
intemperate zeal, and ſaid, Du know not 
what manner of ſpirit you are of, For the 
Son of man came not to deſtroy men's lives, 
but to ſave theme. And, having faid theſe 
things to his diſciples, he went away peace- 
ably to another village, to ſeek for enter- 
tainment there. | 


AGAIN ; When Teſus was accuſed before 
Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor, with 
oppoling the rights of Cæſar, and ſetting 
himſelf up for King of the\ Jews ; He ac- 
knowleged that he was, indeed, a King, 
but his Kingdom was not of this world, and 
therefore his ſervants were not allowed to 
fight, either to ſet it up, or defend it. 


| Wren the apoſtles were taken into 
cuſtody, they aſſerted their right to oppoſe 
their ſuperiors both in church and ſtate, as 
far as ſpreading of the goſpel was looked 
upon, as aCting 1n oppoſition to them. For, 
when the Sanbedrim, the grand council of 
the Jewiſh nation, forbade them to preach 
any more in the name of Jeſus; - they 
ſaid, © We leave you to judge whether it is 
right to obey God, or men. But, how- 

ever 


Luke ix. 51,56, John xviii, 36, 
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ec yer you determine, We are obliged a 80 
© on; and cannot but ſpeak the things 
« which we have heard and ſeen 3. 


Taz Jeus at Theſſalonica uſed the apo. 
ſtle very ill. But the Beroeans inquired into 
the nature and evidence of the doctrine which 
he preached. Upon which the ſacred hiſto. 
rian obſerves, theſe were more noble than thoſe 
of Theſſalonica, in' that they---ſearched the 
ſeriptures daily, to ſee whether thoſe things 
vere ſo n. And the apoſtles frequently ap- 
pealed to the reaſon and conſciences of the 
rſons to whom they wrote, or ſpoke. I 
ſpeak as to wiſe men (ſais St. Paul) judge 
you what I ſay, And again; Let every man 
be fully perſuaded in his own mind. And he 
declares, in another place, That the wea- 
«© pons of their warfare were not carnal, 
ce but ſpiritual ; and yet they were mighty 
“ through God, to the pulling down of 
“ ſtrong-holds, caſting down all falſe rea- 
c ſonings, and bringing every thought in 
“ ſubjecl ion to Jeſus Chriſt.” And the 
fame apoſtle exhorted the Chriſtians at Rome 
ce to preſent their bodies as a living ſacri- 
« fice, holy and acceptable unto God; de- 
<« claring that to be their reaſonable ſeruice . 


Fxox all which, and more ſuch paſ- 


| ſages, 
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ſages, it plainly appears that the Chriſtian 
rellgion incourages univerſal freedom of in- 
quiry. And it is an argument in favor of 
the goſpel, that it made its way againſt all 
the power, wit and malice of the world; 

and increaſed for about three hundred years 
in the midſt of frequent perſecution, and 
before the Roman Emperors became Chriftians. 


4. Tn E reformation from Popery was begun 
and carried on, and can be defended, no 
other wiſe, than by the liberty of private 


judgment, or of examining all things, in 


order to the holding faſt that which is good. 


THAT was a remarkable conteſt between 
reaſon and authority, between religious li- 
berty and ſlavery, with which civil liberty, 
or ſlavery, is commonly connected. The 
reformers of bleſſed memory were charged 
with oppoſing their lawful ſuperiors in 
church and ſtate, with pride and vanity and 
an affectation of novelty and ſingularity; with 
going oft, from the antient religion of the 
holy fathers, into numberleſſe errors and he- 
relies; and with breaking the peace and 
unity of the church, by various ſchiſms, ſets 
and parties, They were accuſed of rejecting 
that antient and ſound doctrine, which had 
been held by the catholick church many 
hundreds of years; of caſting off that faith, 
Which had — delivered to the faints, 

C Which 
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which ſo many holy and excellent men had 
imbraced, for which the confeſſors had in- 
dured amazing tortures, and the glorious 
army of martyrs had laid down their lives; 
which had been handed down, from age 
to age, by an uninterrupted ſucceſſion from 
the apoſtles, upon which the church was 
built, and againſt which the gates of hell 
' ſhall not be able to prevail. What! were 
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the Reformers wiſer than all their fore- 
fathers? Could no body find out the 
truth before the ſixteenth century ? Were 
there no perſons of learning and fincerity, 
before Luther, Eraſmus and Calvin? Were 
they ſo arrogant as to think themſelves 
holier, and to have more of the ſpirit of 
God, than the whole Chriſtian church 
for a thouſand years before? Surely all 
Chriſtendom could never have been fo 
blind, as not to have diſcovered ſuch 
groſſe corruptions, if there had been 
any ſuch, If every one be allowed to 
vent what erroneous notions they pleaſe, 
the church muſt be always in danger; 
and there can be no peace, no diſcipline, 
no uniformity ; nor any common ſtan- 
dard of faith, or orthodoxy. The ſcrip- 
tures themſelves are not plain and ex- 
preſſe enough, nor fit for the common peo- 
ple to form their faith by and all heretics 


will pretend, by ſcripture, to ſupport their 


5; peculiar 


85 
( 19 ) 
« peculiar errors. We muſt, therefore, have 
« recourſe to fathers and councils; or try 
« men by creeds and articles of faith, re- 
« quiring their aſſent and conſent to ſuch 
« common ſtandards; or elſe every man 
« will have a religion of his own, and 


© ſwarms of errors and hereſies be propa- 
e gated over the face of the earth.” 


THESE and the like were the arguments, 
which the Papiſis made uſe of, againſt the 
firſt reformers. And ſuch arguments are le- 
velled againſt all progreſſe in knowlege and 
all reformation whatever. However, the 
Papiſts are conſiſtent with themſelves, For 


they pretend that they have upon earth an 


infallible judge of controverſies, and there- 


fore all ought to ſubmit to his deciſion. But, 


as to thoſe who diſclaim infallibility and 
yet pretend to decide by authority ;—the 


* inconſiſtency is too apparent to need many 


words to point it out. A conſiſtent prote- 
ſtant has no recourſe hi to univerſal liberty 
and freedom of inquiry. He is for every 
man's judging for himſelf, and determining 

according to evidence. 8 


5. A DISSENT from the church eſta- 
bliſhed, in any country, cannot be defend- 
ed upon any other foundation. For if au- 
thority, either civil, or eccleſiaſtical, could 
| C2 rightfully 
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rightfully ſet up a ſtandard for the faith 

and worſhip of Chriſtians, then none of 
the ſubjects have a right to judge for them- 
ſelves, but are obliged implicitly to ſubmit 
to what is injoined them. But if no Con- 
vocatign nor Parliament can make laws for 
the church of Chriſt, or rightſully add to, 
or take away from, thoſe laws, which 
Chriſt himſelf has already made, and which 
are contained in the books of the New 
Teſtament ;—If every man ought to be fully 
perſuaded in his own mind, as to the faith 
which he profeſſes and the manner in 
which he worſhips God ;—If religion ought 
to be a matter of underſtanding and choice, 
and every one muſt give an account of . himſelf 
unto God ; — Then every man hath evidently 
a right to inquire, And if, upon inquiry, 
he is not ſatisfied either with the eſtabliſhed 
articles of faith, or manner of worſhip; 
He hath a right to think for himſelf, to 
profeſſe a different faith and to worſhip 
God in a different manner. Every man's 
guide, in matters of religion, ought to- be 
the conviction of his own conſcience, after 
a faithful examination. And he can no 
more be determined by the conſcience, or 
underſtanding, of another, than he can ſee 


with another man's eyes, or hear with an- 
other man's ears, 


6. Laſtly 
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6. Laſtly. Tux ſetting up of authority, 
in matters of religion, and diſcouſ aging the 
liberty of private judgment, hath been attend- 
ed with many very bad conſequences, Unjuſt 
cenſures and reproaches are one degree of 
perſecution. But, when the perſecutors and 
| tyrants of the earth have had power, they 
have ſeldom or never ſtopped there. Bur, 
from wrath and clamor and incenſing the 
multitude, have proceded to pulling down 
of houſes, confiſcation of goods, baniſh- 
ment, impriſonment, racks and tortures, fire 
and faggot. There are many and ſtrong 
arguments againſt Popery, But there is not 
one that is mote flagrant, or that leaves 
more deep and laſting impreſſions on men's 
minds, than to read the book of martyrs, 
or the hiſtory of the horrible and tremendous 
court of znquz/ition, What an idea does it 
give one of that church and religion, to 
read the ſtory of the Paris and Iriſb maſ- 
ſacres; the burning the martyrs here in 
England, eſpecially in the days of Queen 
Mary; the horrid and ſhocking deſign 
of the powder plat; and other ſpecimens 
of the fraud, treachery and inhuman cruel- 
ty of the church of Rome, which may be 

met with, in great abundance ? 
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CHRISTIANITY is in itſelf a moſt 

rational and beneyolent religion, and was at 
firſt. 
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firſt planted in the world by the moſt wiſe 
and righteous methods. Without the help or 
countenance of the civil magiſtrate, it ſpread 
with an amazing ſwiftneſſe, not only through 
the Roman empire, but into the more re- 
mote parts of the earth. Notwithſtanding 
the great oppoſition it, almoſt every where, 
met with, it became victorious and greatly 
triumphed, by the force of its own innate 
excellence, and by thoſe external evidences 
which attended the firſt planting of it. For 
about three hundred years the Chriſtian re- 
ligion lived and flouriſhed under great diſ- 
couragements, and no leſs than ten fierce 
and bloody perſecutions. After the Roman 
empire became Chriſtian, it was greatly 
corrupted ; till at laſt the empire fell, and 
made way for the dominion and grandeur 
of the Biſhops of Rome, under whom the 
Apoſtaſy aroſe to an aſtoniſhing height, and 
true Chriſtianity lay buried, and almoſt loſt, 
under the rubbiſh of Popery, and that for 
ſeveral ages. 


IT is not much above two hundred years 
from the commencement of the reforma- 
tion, which was, at the inſtigation of the 
Pope, very vigorouſly oppoſed by the em- 
peror Charles the VW. In the year 1529, 
He ſummoned a diet at hire, where a de- 
cree was carried, by the majority of py 

an 
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and ſtates then aſſembled, to check the pro- 


greſſe of the reformation, and terrifie thoſe 
who ſhould dare to ſupport, or favor it. 
Againſt that decree a ſolemn proteſt was en- 
tered, by /ix Princes and fourteen free cities. 
From that proteſt came the name Proteſtant. 
And it is very remarkable that of the fix 
princes, who then proteſted, there were 
three who were the anceſtors of the pre- 
ſent royal family. For of the predeceſſors 


of the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover, there was 


Duke Erneſt, from whom bis Majeſty is the 


ſixth in deſcent, in a direct line. And 
Duke Francis, brother to Duke Erneſt. 
There was alſo the Elector of Saxony, who 
was then at the head of the Proteſtant in- 
tereſt; and from him deſcended the Dukes 
of Sax-Gotha, in the Erneſtine line,. from 
whom came her royal highneſs, the Prin- 
ceſs of Wales. They were ſome of the moſt 
early favorers and patrons of the Reforma- 
tion. And theſe families have continued 
Proteſtants from age to age, ever fince, with- 
out interruption. But other princes and 


ſtates have been favorers of Popery. And 


the ſtruggles to introduce it again, into this 
happy ifland, have been ſo many and fo 
great, that the ſupreme power hath been, 
twice ſince the reformation, lodged in the 
hands of bigotted Papy/ts. Que Mary went 
ſo far as to perſccute, and even burn at the 

ſtake, 
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ftake, great numbers of holy and extellent 
perſons, who could not renounce faith and 
a good conſcience, nor turn about with 
every wind of doctrine, and who loved not 
their lives unto the death, that they might 
approve themſelves unto God. King James 
the II“ was haſtening on the ſame meaſures, 
but was, under Almighty God, moſt happily 
diſappointed, by the hand of that great 
hero, the illuſtrious Prince of Orange, who 
was afterwards King William of immortal 
memory. And, from that ſignal revolution, 
and no further back, can we date the /ber- 
ty of England, both civil and religious, The 
next ſucceſſor to the throne begun her reign 
in ſo glorious a manner, and had, for ſe- 
veral years, ſuch a ſeries of victories and 
ſucceſſes againſt the grand invader of the 
liberties of Europe, that I wiſh I could throw 
a veil over what followed, But it is too 
well known to be concealed, that ſhe was, 
by the inſtigation of evil counſellors, upon 
the brink of yielding up, at once, all that 
had been obtained with ſo much blood and 
treaſure. Our toleration was broke in upon, 
our Liberty lay wounded and gaſping at the 
feet of the Queen, and ſhe was juſt lifting 
up her arm to give it the laſt and fatal 
wound ; when on that very day, that the 
iniquitous act was to take place, God ap- 
peared for us, in the moſt remarkable 2 

diſtin- 
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diſtinguiſhing manner ; took away that 
Princeſſe, who had been ſo far ſeduced,” as 
to ſeek our ruine; and introduced, as Ain 
William's Legacy, the illuſtrious houſe of * 
Hanover :—O that glorious firſt of Auguſt ! 
that ſignal day, which ought never to be 
forgotten! when God thus ſuddenly and 
ſurprizingly, turned again the captivity of 
our Zion, we were like men that dream. 
The happineſſe ſeemed too great and un- 
expected to be any more than a pleaſing 
dream. Then were our mouths filled with 
laughter, and our tongues with ſinging. 
Then ſaid they among our enemies, the 
Lord hath done great things for them ! The 
Lord did, indeed, very great things for us, 
whereof we were exceding glad. May 
this family, in their ſucceſſive generations, in- 
herit the throne as long as the ſun and moon 
indure! May they be always ſteddy patrons 
of our liberties, ſupporting and defending 
us in thoſe we already injoy, and likewiſe 
remove every remaining yoke! May they 
evermore be a glory to the Proteſtant or | 
Chriſtian name; bleſſings to the nation; 
and friends to mankind; and may all the 
people ſay, Amen ! 


FRoM this ſhort hiſtory of the late eſta- 
bliſhment of our liberty, and of the eminent 
danger in which it has ſince been, it is eaſy to 
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account for the little progreſſe which the 


ſtudy of the ſcriptures had, in former ages, 
comparativly made; and to conclude that 


that moſt important ſtudy is yet capable of 
* greater advances, For, ſince the light of 


the goſpel came into this iſland, Popery 
obſcured it till the reformation. From the 
Reformation down to the Revolution, there 
was almoſt one continued ſtruggle to bring 
in Popery and arbitrary power. And it was 
not ſafe for any man freely to inquire, and 
openly profeſſe his own ſentiments. Since, 
therefore, Liberty has not had the aſcendant, 
much above halt an age; it is not to be 
wondered if, upon free inquiry and faithful, 
laborious examination, ſome things ſhould 
be ſet in a better light, which were miſta- 
ken, or miſrepreſented, in the ages of dark- 
neſſe and tyranny. 


We ought to guard againſt every degree 
of a perſecuting and uncharitable ſpirit, 
And, above all, againſt the return of Popery, 


, the grand patroneſſe of impoſition and un- 


charitableneſſe. Some, indeed, would now 
pretend that Popery is not that cruel and 


perſecuting religion, which it formerly was; 


but from a fierce and rampant lion, is be- 
come like a meek and harmleſſe lamb. 
But, is not the inquiſition {till in Spain, Por- 
tugal, and other places? And have they 

not 
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not made it evident, in other countries, and 
that by inſtances, not many years ago, that 
their principles and their practices are the 
ſame as formerly? And, indeed, cruelty 
muſt of courſe be the ſupport of any religion, 
that has its foundation, not in truth and 
evidence, but in external force and autho- 
rity. 


WEN I have conſidered the ſeas of 
blood, which have been ſhed, and the many 
myriads that have loſt their lives, upon the 
account of religion, I have been ready to 
ſay, © Can religion lead men to cruelty, or 
« inſpire them to do ſuch barbarous things? 
Can men, who are themſelves ſo liable 


« to err, perſecute men, with ſo fierce and 


« unrelenting a rigor? And, what is more, 
% Can Chriſtians, whoſe religion breathes 


* nothing but love and charity, perſecute 
c 


A 


« family and diſciples of one common 
Lord?“ But, though one would not 
expect ſuch a conduct; yet certain expe- 
rience and undoubted matter of fact con- 
fute all arguments to the contrary, and 
plainly direct us where to find a tyran- 
nical power, which anſwers to the pro- 
phetic deſcription, and that hath often beer 
drunk with the blood of the ſaints and of the 


martyrs of Feſus :!|A thing, which when 
D 2 St. 


* 
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Chriſtians, who are members of the ſame ' 
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St. Fobn ſaw in viſion only, he wondered 
with great admiration. 


Tavs it hath been for many ages, and 
thus in many places it ſtill continues to be, 
to the great hindrance of the ſpreading of 
the true and pure religion of Chriſt, For, 
as long as the lords and rulers of the earth 
will inforce religion by their authority, ab- 
ſurdity muſt prevail from age to age. And 
it is but little that the friends of liberty can 
do, eſpecially in Mahometan and Popiſb 
countries. However, nothing ſhould diſ- 
courage them from making their beſt ef- 
forts. And we are obliged to ſtand up for 
our liberties, as men, or reaſonable crea- 
tures, as Chriſtians, and as Proteſtants. Let 


"ns ever cheriſh in ourſelves a love of truth 


and an openneſſe and candor of mind, 


and be diligent in examining what we be- 
lieve, and why. And let us, likewiſe, in- 


courage the ſpirit of liberty and free in- 
quiry in others. This is the only effectual 
way to detect error, and to promote truth 
and knowlege. This is the beſt way to 
ut the infidels to ſilence. For, when the 
nature of Chriſtianity is clearly explained, 
and its evidences ſet in the ſtrongeſt point 
of light; when there is a proper diſtinction 
made between Chriſtianity itſelf, as it lies 
in the ſcriptures, and the ſyſtems and in- 
ventions 
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ventionsof men ; then the enemies of revelati- 
on will have nothing material to object. The 
truth as it is in Chriſt Jeſus, will gain ground. 
The Bible will be the only ſtandard among 
Chriſtians, and they will bear with one an- 
other in examining and interpreting it as 
well as they can. It will then appear that 
the wrath of man cannot work the righteouſ- 
neſſe of God. That the wiſdom from beneath 
is earthly, ſenſual and devitiſh. But that 
the wiſdom from above is firſt pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be perſuaded, 
full of mercy and good fruits, without par- 
tiality and without bypocriſy. And, that the 
fruit of righteouſneſſe is ſown in peace of them 
that love and practiſe peace. Then will the 
glorious prophecy be fulfilled, in its true 
and genuine ſignification, The wolf ſhall. 
« dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
« ſhall lie down with the kid, and the 
calf and the young lion and the fatlin 
 « ſhall herd together, and a little child 
* ſhall lead them. And the cow and the 
* bear ſhall feed in the ſame place; their 
* young ones ſhall lie down together. And 
ee the lion ſhall eat ſtraw like the ox. And 
* the ſucking child ſhall /afely play upon 
tc the hole of the aſp; and the weaned 
* child may ſecurely put his hand upon the 
* cockatrice's den. They ſhall not hurt, 
“nor deſtroy, in all my holy mountain. 
ww 


| (9 ] 
« For the earth ſhall be full of the know. 
« ledge of the Lord, as the waters over. 
ce ſpread the channels of the ſeas k.“ When 
this kind and benevolent, this truly chri- 
ſtian ſpirit gains the aſcendant,.— Religion 
will not only lift up her head, but rear 
up all her heavenly form, and appear to the 
world in her native ſimplicity and attractive 
charms. She will then ſweeten men's tem- 
pers and reform their lives; promote in 
them, as things of the greateſt importance, 
a ſuperlative, filial love of God; and a bro- 
therly love to all mankind; a due regula- 
tion of their own paſſions and appetites, and 
the dominion and authority of conſcience, 
as the governing faculty in man; — teaching 
them, in this manner, to carry on the ha- 

bits of goodneſſe, till they grow up to a 
meetneſſe for the world of love and purity, 
where peace, liberty and truth are happily 
united, and will reign triumphant world 
without end. Stand faſt, therefore, in the 
liberty, wherewith Chriſt hath made you free, 
and do not ſubmit your necks to any yoke of 
bondage whatever. And think it not ſuffi- 
cient to afſert your right to prove, or ex- 
amine, all things. But diligently examine, 
and when you have examined, be very care- 
ful, and even ſollicitous to hold faſt that 
which is good, and abſtain from all appear- 
ance 
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ance, or every kind, of evil. This is the great 
end of all inquiry and examination, and 
without it, all our inquiry ſignifies no- 
thing. To find out what is right, and chooſe 
and perſue what is wrong, is the height of 
folly and wickedneſſe. And we ought to 
be, at leaſt, as careful 7 hold faſt that 
which is good, and to abſtain from every kind of 
evil, as to ſtand up for the liberty of pri- 
vate judgment, and aſſert our right to ex- 
amine all religious doctrines, and to chooſe 
or refuſe, as we ſee proper. To grow in- 
dolent about religion, and unconcerned a- 
bout retaining truth and practiſing righte- 
ouſneſſe, after we have ſtruggled for our 
liberty, and either examined, or been al- 
lowed to examine, would be to be zealous 
about the means, and indifferent about the 
end, which is of much greater importance 
than all the means. What can it ſignify 
for any man to ſtand up for religious li- 
berty, in order to his imbracing licentious 
principles, or indulging himſelf in vitious 
practices? Or what can it avail any man ta, 
contend for the liberty of worſhipping God 
in his own way ; and, after he has got that 
liberty, to forſake the publick aſſemblies, 
and leave off worſhipping God in any way 
at all? It damps the zeal of ſuch as are 
the faithful friends of liberty, to ſee how 
many turn their /zberty into n 
an 
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and abuſe the nobleſt principles by the * 
infamous practices. If ſuch perſons could 
be argued with, one would exhort them to 
be ſerious, and not to think that a laugh, 
or a jeſt, contains any argument in it. Let 


them not pretend a liberty to think and 


act as they pleaſe, Such a liberty they un- 
queſtionably have, in oppoſition to all hu- 


mane power and authority, -provided they 


do not break the peace, or ſubvert the 
rights, of civil ſociety ;—but not in oppoſi- 
tion to truth and right, or as if they were 
not accountable. There is a God, before 
whoſe righteous tribunal they muſt ſtand, 


And, if they have rejected truth, or refuſed 


to practiſe what he has injoined, they muſt 
expect to anſwer for it in that great day, 


When the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be diſ- 
' Cloſed, and God will render unto every 


man according as his works have been. It 
would give one great pleaſure to ſee them 


act ſo, as that they may find mercy with 
their judge in that day. In the mean time, 


Let not the infidel and the /ibertine aſſume 


the glorious name of free-thinkers ; as long 


as they give ſuch indications of being the 
moſt ſlaviſh thinkers and the greateſt bigots, 
—of being afraid of truth, devoted to a 


party, and thinking altogether on one fide, 


For what elſe can one ſuppoſe of thoſe, 
who catch greedily at every — which 


(they 


E 
(they imagine) can depretiate chriſtianity, 
and never allow any thing to be rational 
or good, that is alleged in its defence. 


THE minute philoſopher and the half 


thinker, who has, perhaps, found ſome mi- 
ſtakes in the principles in which he was 


educated, or who has in converſation heard 
Chriſtianity ridiculed and inſulted, imme- 
diately, and without further examination, 
ſets up for a profeſſed enemy to revelation, 
forſakes the public. worſhip of Almighty 
God, turns apoſtle and preacher of infide- 
lity, and indeavors to make converts, and 
unhinge the minds of the young and gay, 
the ignorant and thoughtlefſe :— and all 
this merely for want of complying with this 


rational and apoſtolic rule, Prove all things, 


hold faſt that which is good, abſtain from 1 


every kind of evil. 


THIS is a great, and (as ſome ſay) a 
growing evil; but it is evidently a moſt 


notorious abuſe of liberty, and gives fo * 


much offence to many ſerious and well- 
diſpoſed perſons, that they are ready to 
entertain an ill opinion of liberty itſelf. 


And it weakens the hands and grieves the 


hearts of ſuch as are the faithful friends 
of liberty, truth and righteouſneſſe, when (on 
the one hand) they ſee ſuch a glorious cauſe 
deſerted by thoſe who ought to be its ſted- 
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faſt friends, and themſelves cenſured (on the 
other hand) by the patrons of bigotry and 
perſecution, as perſons of bad principles and 
that carry on the worſt deſigns. 


Bur I hope better things of you, be- 
fore whom I now ſpeak, and that you 
will always moſt carefully diſtinguiſh be- 
tween Liberty and Licentiouſneſſe ; that you 
will attend upon the worſhip of God in 
public, and be thankful for the liberty of 
ſo doing; that you will not neglect the 
Lord's ſupper, nor fail to keep up the 
worſhip of God ſtatedly, both in your fa- 
milies and in your cloſets; and that you 
will make uſe of the liberty, you injoy, 
to the beſt and nobleſt purpoſes, that is, 
in order to underitand your religion, and 
the evidences of it better ;—that your faith 
in Chriſt Jeſus may be @ reaſonable ſervice, 
And that, as your knowlege increaſes, and 
your faith is confirmed, you will propor- 
. tionably abound in extenſive piety and righte- 
ouſneſſe; that you will indeavor to adorn 
the Chriſtian and the Proteſtant religion by 
holy and exemplary lives; and excel the mem- 
bers of the church of Rome as much in your 
practice as you do in your principles. For, 
HBretbren, you have been called unts liberty; 
only uſe not your liberty for an occaſion to the 
- fleſh, but in love ſerve one another, 
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Lately Publiſhed, 


J. WO Letters to a Friend: The 

Firſt concerning the End and De- 
ſign of Prayer, or the Reaſonableneſs of 
praying to an unchangeably wiſe, power- 
ful, and good God. In anſwer to the Ob- 
jections of the late Earl of Rocheſter, Mr. 
Blount, and other modern Deiſts. 

To the firſt Letter is added the 3oth Diſſer- 
tation of Maximus Tyr1us, tranſlated from the 
Greek, concerning this queſtion, © Whe- 
« ther we ought to pray to God, or no?” 
With remarks upon it. 

The Second Letter, The Doctrine of Pre- 
deſtination reviewed; or, The Nature of 
the Counſels and Decrees of God; and 
the Riſe and Occaſion of the Scripture- 
Language concerning them. The Second 
Edition, corrected and inlarged. 5 

II. The Hiſtory of the firſt planting the 
Chriſtian Religion, taken from the Acts of 
the Apoſtles and their Epiſtles: Together 
with the remarkable Facts of the Jeuiſb 
and Roman Hiſtory which affected the Chri- 
ſtians within this Period. In two Vols. 4to. 
With an Appendix to prove that St. Luke 
wrote the Acts of the Apoſtles ; and to ſhew, 
that, if the A#s contain a true Hiſtory, 
Chriſtianity muſt be true. 


Theſe Two by GEORGE BRNSsON. 
III. A 
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III. A Parapraſe and Notes upon St. 
Paul's Epiſtles . | 
Philemon, I Timithy, 
I Theſſalonians, $ 3 Titus 

2 Theſſalonians, 2 Timothy, 
Attempted in Imitation of Mr, Locke 
| Manner, 
To which are annexed Critical Diſerta- 


tions, on ſeveral Subjects, for the better 


underſtanding St. Paul's Epiſtles. 
IV. By the fame Autlor, A Diſſertation 
on 2 Thefſ. ii. 1-12. In which is ſhown, 


that the Biſhop of Rome is the Man of Sin: 


That the whole Prophecy is applicable to 
him, and his Adherents, and to them alone, 


Nor can we, at this Day, deſcribe the Apo- 


ſtaly of the Church of Rome, in a more 
conciſe and lively Manner, than the Apoſtle 
has done in, that ſhort and remarkable Pro- 
phecy. The Second Edition corrected and 
inlarged. 

V. A Paraphrale and Notes on the Epiltle 
of St. James, &c. 
VI. A Paraphraſe and Notes on the Firſt 
Epiſtle of St. Peter, &c. By the ſame 
Author. 


